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TO REGISTER CONCERN ABOUT RECENT HOUSE ACTION ON CARGO 
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PREFERENCE BILL FOR OIL IMPORTS. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF 
NOTE: 


QUOTE THE EMBASSY OF FINLAND PRESENT THEIR COMPLIMENTS TO 
THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE AND HAVE THE HONOUR TO REFER TO THE 
BILL (HR 8193) ON WHICH VOTING HAS TAKEN PLACE LAST WEEK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND ACCORDING TO WHICH, IF 
IMPLEMENTED, A CERTAIN PROPORTION OF UNITED STATES IMPORTS 
OF OIL PRODUCTS WOULD BE RESERVED TO UNITED STATES FLAG 
VESSELS. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE WILL BE AWARE THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
OF FINLAND TOGETHER WITH A NUMBER OF OTHER GOVERNMENTS, 
MADE REPRESENATIONS TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE IN FEBRUARY 
1972 AT A TIME WHEN A PREVIOUS PROPOSAL INVOLVING THE 
RESERVATION OF A PROPORTION OF UNITED STATES OIL IMPORTS 
TO UNITED STATES FLAG VESSELS WAS UNDER CONSIDERATION IN 
CONGRESS. 

THE EMBASSY HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED TO INFORM THE DEPARTMENT 
THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF FINLAND FEELS GREAT CONCERN AT 
THE REVIVAL OF THESE PROPOSALS IN THE UNITED STATES 
CONGRESS AT THE PRESENT TIME. IT SEEMS EVIDENT THAT THEY 
WILL HAVE SOME NEGATIVE EFFECT ON FINNISH SHIPPING AND FOR 
THIS REASON THE GOVERNMENT OF FINLAND WOULD FEEL CONCERN. 

THE GOVERNMENT OF FINLAND BELIEVES IT TO BE THE VIEW OF 
THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT THAT CARGO RESERVATION, NO 
MATTER HOW ATTRACTIVE IN THE SHORT TERM, IS OF LONG TERM 
DETRIMENT TO THOSE PROTECTED AND TO THE ECONOMIC AND 
EFFICIENT CARRIAGE OF TRADE. MOREOVER THE APPLICATION OF 
CARGO RESERVATION TO BULK COMMERCIAL CARGOES WOULD BE A 
MAJOR CHANGE OF POLICY FOR THE UNITED STATES. FAR FROM 
ACTING AS A DEFENSE AGAINST THE PRACTICE OF CARGO RESER- 
VATION, THE GOVERNMENT OF FINLAND GREATLY FEARS THAT IT 
WOULD ENCOURAGE ITS WIDER ADOPTION ESPECIALLY BY THOSE 
PRODUCER COUNTRIES WHO ALREADY HAVE AMBITIONS TOWARDS 
THE EXPANSION OF THEIR BULK CARGO FLEETS. 

THE EMBASSY AVAIL THEMSELVES OF THIS OPPORTUNITY TO RENEW 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE THE ASSURANCES OF THEIR HIGHEST 
CONSIDERATION. UNQUOTE RUSH 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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